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="
;E.
AN ACT
¥ %
. To organizes a new levee district to protect the lands therein
11 o ‘ from overflow and particularly from hurricane flood waters and

imundation from the tide waters of the Gulf of Méxlco; by
amending Chapter 4 of Title 38 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes
of 1950 by adding theroto a new Part to be designated as Part
IIV-A theroof, to contain R.5, 38:1051 through 38:1051, creating

& new Leves District to bo known as the South Loulsiana Tidal
Water Control leves District, deseribing the territory to be in-
cluded therein, providing for the government thereof,

transferring cortain revenue thereto, and delincating its

Jurisdiction, authority and power.
e 1 Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
£ Section 1. Part XIV-A of Chaptor L of Title 38 of the
% J Loudsiana Revised Statutes of 1950, comprising R.S. 38:1051
5 t | through 38:1061, is hercby enacted to read as follows:
2 PART XIV-A. SOUTH LOUTSTANA TIDAL WATER
e CONTROL LEVEE DISTRICT |
| § 1051, Limits of district

That portion of the parishes, of Lafourche and Terrebonne
lying in a distriet bounded on the South by the southern
boundary of the State of Louiaisna, boun-.ed or *%s North
by a line parallel to and ono mile n-ort'. of t1e Intracoastal
Canal, bounded on the Wost by the western boundary of
Terrebonne Parish, and bounded on the East by the eastern
boundary of lafourche Parish shall ba embraced in the

. limits of a levee district to be knoim and styled tho South




Louisiana Tidal Water Control Leves District. All lands and
other property of every description whatscever upon the lands
shall be subject to taxation, local assessmant, ;nd forced
contribptions for the purpose of ralsing funds to construct
and maintain levoes, levee drainage, pumps, pumping stations,
drainage channels, ses walls, jetties and breakwaters in the
district and to protect the lands from overflow and particulsrly
“from hurricans flood waters and from inundation from the tide
waters of the Gulf of Hexdico,

§ 1052. Board of Levoe Commissioners

The control and management of the affairs of the South
Louisiana Tidal Water Control Lovee District shall be vested in
& Board of Commissioners to be composed of seven qualified
elactors residing within and owning property and paying taxes "
thereon within the limits of the district. Of the seven
members there shall be three from cach of the two parishes
within which a portion of the district is located, and the
remaining member shall be from the district at large.

The initial members of the board and their successors in
o{fica shall bo appointed by the govermor and shall serve terwms
of office in accordance with the provisions of Section 1 of Article
IVI of the Constitution of the staie of Louisiana.

8 1051, MHeetings of board; officers; salaries and expenses

The commissioners shall convene and hold thoir first meoting
ot Golden Meadow in the parich of Lafourche within ten days after
their appointment. A majority ﬁf tho commissioners shall constitute
8 quorum to do business. They shall organize by electing one of their

number presidont, and shall appoint a secrotary and an attornoy and fix

their salaries or compensation. Thoy shall desipnate the timo and



selsct the place of holding their regular sesaions and thoy
ray be convened at any time upon the call of their president
or upon the call of three of the commissioners.

In case of the death or resignation of the president, the
ucmf:nr:r shall call the board together to fill the vacancy. In
case of absence, inability or failure to act of the president,
the board shall appoint one of its number to serve as
chairman, and the person so appointed shall perform all the

* duties of the president. In case of neplsct of duty by any
commissioner, or his failure without good czuss to attend
regular mcetings for three ticsa successively, the governmor,
on request of the board, shall remove the ccmmissioner and
appoint his successor.

B 1054. GCeneral powers and dutles of board

(A) The board shall adopt by-laws for its own govern-
ment and for tho governcent of its officers and employoes.

It shall devise and adopt rules and regulations for the
carrying into effect and perfecting of a comprehensive leves
and drainage system, having for its object the porfoct pro-
tection of the entire distriet from overflow, end a com-
prehensive gulf coast lovee, levee drainage, drainage and
pumping system, Tt shall kanplj. roecord of all its proceedings
which it shall publish afier each rFeeting in a local news-
parr of its own selection.

(B) The board at each regular session shall examine all
of the accounts and operations of the board, dctermine in
what manner work shall be undertaken and provide the
means to carry out the rocommendations of the Department
of Public Works. All work shall be advertised to be let out
by means of sealed proposals in accordance with the public
contracts law of the state of Louisiana, to Lhe loueat re-

sponaible lLidder, reserving to the Loand authorily to rejecl




sll bids., In case of emergency or whenever it is to the best
interost of the district, then the board may make contracts
for the building, repair of and guarding the levees, lesvea
drainage, drainage channels and pumping stations without
advertisement or sealed proposals, and may itself operate

the necessary dredge boats in the construction of its levees,
lsvoe drainage and drainage channels. It shall use all means
at its cmﬂ to strengthen, repair or construct any por-
tion of the levees or leves drainage that may demand atten-
_til:m. It may nppnini;_ inspectors with authority to employ

guards upon the levees and pumping stations during porlods

of storm or high water and in ‘t.hu ovent of emerpgency may

take stepa to prevent overflow, and for that purpose may use

any funds in the treasury of the board not otherwise ap-

propriated by contract previously given, or may pledge the
revenuss of tho board, property, or other things of value to

raise money for this purpose. It may create & system and
«establish a line of back levees and drainage for the district.

The board in the creation of its back levees and drainage

system, and the erection thersof, may censtruet floodgates wherever
deemed necessary and may close any canals and bayoua, which

n;.y be found to intersect the proposcd leveo linss, at the

point of intersection in ordor that the property of the

district may be free from the denger of inundation by ths tids
waters from the Gulf of MHexico. The determination of the

board as to the necessity of closing any intersecting canal or
bayou, or as to the necessity for opening or closing of any flood-
gates, to protect the district from inundation shall be conclusive
evidence of the necessity. The board may construct channels, upper
"and lower side levees and pumping stations to protect the lands and
property within tho district from tidal overflow as it decms
necessary, with full authority to acquire th: nccessury land

on which to build the back and side lovees and all leveo




drainape and pumping etructures. The board shall do all
things neceposary to attain the objects ::unt.ﬂmpla.i';ed by this
part.

(C) The board of commissioners shall cause to be kept an
exact and accurate statement of the work performed by
the authority of the board, glving in detail thes work dons,
the la;i"uu built, channels dredged, pumping facilitles con-
structed or installed, repairs or all other work done or
authorized to be done by the board. They shall keep an
accurate account of the finances of the levee district and
pami-anmually cause to be mada a staterent showlng the
exact, accurate, and true condition of the finsnces of the
district, showing especially the receipts and resources thera- '
of in detail, the amount and character of each amount of
money, or assets recelved, whether in monoy, bills of ex-
change, bills receivable, property or other things of value.
The statemont shall show in detail the axrmuiiturau made
by authority of the board, the cost of leveos and other
works built or repaired, salaries paid, property purchased,
cost of work dons, and other incidental expenditures, and
any and all expenditures made by authority of tho board,
the balances on hand, all details of the various money, fines,
or other things of valus at the time of the statement. The
statement shall be made in triplicate, one copy of which shall
be forwarded to the governor, one copy to the state auditor,
and one copy shall be kept on record in the files and roc-
ords of the board. The board shall also cause this statement
to be published for one day in a local newspaper within ten
days from the date of their semi-annual ceeting ot which
this statoment is made and gapgreed to,

(D) The board shall be invested wilh the control of all

public levees, back levocs and leven drainape structures and




all operating equiprent in the district, with authority to
require the Dopartment of Public Works to lay out, furnish
estimatos, and perform all engincering work necessary to the
location, construction and repairs of the levees and levee

drainage, pumping aystems, and drainage channels, reserv-

ing, However, the right to the parishes in which the levees

are l:éut.ed, also to provide funds and to coenstruct and

repair levees and levee drainage and exercise the powers now
granted to them by law,

- B 1055. Corporate status and powers of board; domicile;
evidence of acts and proceedings; dopoait of funds; warrants

The board of commissionsrs shall, in addition to the powers
" herein conferred, be constituted a bedy politie or a politieal
corporation, invested with the powers inherent in political
corporations, Thoy may sue and be sued under the style
of Board of Comnissioners for the South Louisiana Tidal |
Hater Control Levee District. All process apainst the cor-
poration ghall be served on the president or secretary and
&1l suits in behalf of the board shall be brought by the
president. The board shall at its first regular meeting elect
a domicile for the purpose of being sued and keeping its
office and archives, and sorvico of process shall be made upon
the prosident or upon the secretary of ths board in person.
The board may buy and sell propsrty, make and exocute

all con' acts, and do and perform all things necessary to
carry out the objects of this Part, subject to Lhe limitations
and duties herein provided. They rhall have a corporate seal,
and copies of 21l the regulations and copics of proscedings
of the board certified to by their secretary, under their
corporate seal, shall be received in all courts as prima facle
ovidence of the acts and proceedines of the baard., A1l funds
of the board shall be deposite=d with Lhe State Treasurer

to the ercidit of tho distrdct, enl all varrants dravm Lhereon



by the State Comptroller,

B 1056, Representatives of the Boards of Commissioners of the
lafourche Basin Levee District, Atchafalaya Basin Levee District and
the Departmsnt of Public Works to attend meetings of board

A. A representative of the Department of Public Works shall’
attend each meeting of the levee board and report to and
advise with them as to the location, construction, and repairs
:of all lsvees of the district. The Department of Publiec Works
shall locate all levees, pumping facilities, and dralnage

‘ channels, furnish estimates and specifications, and perform
211 engineering work required of them by the levee board.

B. The Boards of Commissioners of the Lafourche Basin lLevee
District and the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District shall each select from
among their membership, exclusive of the presidents thereof, an officlal
representative to the South Louisiana Tidal Water Control Levee District
who phall attend each meeting of the levee board and make a report on

! the proceedings thereof to his respective board of commissioners. Each
such representative during the meetings of the Loard of Cormissioners
of the South Louisiana Tidal Water Control Levee Distriet shall be
afforded a reasonable opportunity to be heard on mattors of interest
to his respective levee district while same are being considered by
the Board of Comissioners.

-} 1{)5?._ District levee tax; collection and allocation of pro-

-

ceeds thereof

A. For the purpose of providing a revenue to carry out the
objects contemplated by this Part the board of commissioners may levy
annually on all property in the district subjoct to taxation for levee
purposes a district levee tax of E':a mills on the dollar of 1’ -
essessed valuation. The assessors shall extend the tax on the tax roll,
end in parishes which are not wholly comprised in the district, the
assessor shall make, without additional compensation, separate rolls
for that part of the parish included in the district. The tax collectors

of the several parishes chall collect tho district levee tax in the




of the comptroller. The avails of this tax may be funded
into bonds as provided in this Act. The avails of this tax
are to be used primarily for the acquisition, construction,
and making of major repairs to permanent facilities or im-
provements, including the cost of relocating pipslines and
public utility facilities.

B. The board of commissioners may lesvy annually on all ‘
property in the district subject to taxation for levee pur-
poses an additional district levee tax of .t.._tm and nn:—_hnlr
mills on the dollar of its assessed valuation. The assessors
shall extend the tax on the tax roll, and in parishes which
are not wholly comprised in tl;a district, the aassassor shall
make, without additional compensation,separate rolls for
that part of the ;nri:uh included in the district. The tax
shall be collected in the same manner and paid into the
State Treasury as hereinbefore provided for the district
lsvee tax of five mills. The funds shall be put by the .t.rnasurer
to the credit of the South Louisiana Tidal Water Control
Lavee District, and shall be paid ocut as hereinabove pro-
vided. The avails of this tax are to be used priuﬂ'ﬂy for
the ﬂpugi-lng and maintenance expsnses of the district.

C. The beoard of ;mnaiméra ray lovy any fraction of
the taxes on land &s in iils discretion it shall deem the
boanl'. ...cessities require.

§ 1058. Contributions from certain other lewvee districts

A. It is recognized that there are two other levee districts
which are located in part u'it.hinl the same territory as that
comprising the South Louisiana Tidal Water Control levee
District, namely the Lafourche Basin Lovee District and the
Atchafalaya Basin levee District. It is further rocopgnized
that tho three said levee districts have overlapping jurisdic-

tion, functions and poiera. To partially relicve the lafourcho




Basin Leves District and the Atchafalaya Basin levee Dia-
trict of the responsibility for providing protection of the
lands in the southern portions of their mspsctive districts
from tidal ovorfles and overflow from unusual weather con-
ditions such as hurricanes, the board of comissioners of
each of sald districts shall transfer annually to the board
of cum}fu:iorner: of the South Louisiana Tidal “ater Con-
trol In;ue District the hereinafter specified swns of money
from the funds of their respective districts on or before the first
day of May, commencing in .t.ha year 1959. The amount to be transferred
annually by the board of cocmissionors of the Atchafalaya Basin Leveo
District shall equal the net avails of a lovy of a levee district tax
upon all lands within its district in the amount of one mill on
the dollar of assessed valuation, after deduction of the costs of collec-
tion of such a tax, and provided that the amount so transferred
annually shall not exceed in any one year the sum of Two Hundred
Thousand ($200,000.00) Dollars. The amount to be transferred
annually by the board of corradssioners of the Lafourche Basin
Levee District shall be the sum of Two Hundred Thousand ($200,000.00)
Dollars payable out of any revenues which the board may have or may
have autherity te obtain.

B. The funds so required to be tranzferred by the boards
of‘cunmissionern as provided in Sub-seetion A of this Section
may be paid fron tax avails or froa any other revenuns
of the re:; :ctive districts, at the option of the respective
board of commissioners.

C. Any transfers of funds required by the provisions of
this Section shall be made only if the rights of holders of outstanding
bonds are not prejudiced thereby. After the effective date of this
Section, the boards of commissioners of the resjective districls reguired
to make such transfers of funds arc prohibited froa Iaguipg any additional

bonds vihich would Jeopardize the avallability of fuun!s for transfer ;ur-

-——
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B 1059. Contracts with other leves districls

In order to.nﬂaet.uata the onrderly transfer of funds and
cooperation in the accomplishment of their duties the respec-

t:!.‘ﬂ boards of comnissioners of the Lafourche Basin Levce

" District, the Atchafalaya Basin Leveo District and the South

Ll

Iauinim}n Tidal Water Control Levee District arc authorized
to contract with each other.

® 1050. Authority to issue bonds

The South Louisiana Tidal Water Control Levee District
shall have authority to 11;nun bonds or other evidences of
1ndaﬁtudneaa in the manner provided by Part III and Part
IV of this Chapier, provided that the issuance thercof shall

in no way impair the obligations of any contracts entered

. into by the Lafourche Basin levee District or by the Atcha-

falaya Dasin Levee District prior to the effective date of
this Part. The avails of the district levee Lax provided by
R.S. 38:1057 (A) and the funds transferred to the South
Louisiana Tidal ‘Jater Control Levee District from the La-
fourche Basin Levee Ddstrict and {row the Atchafalaya
Basin Levee District pursuant to R.5. 38:1058 may be pledged
or dedicated to the payment of the bonds issued pursuant
to this Section.

8 1061. Relocation of pi}mlinea and electric poser trans-
mission lines

The board of coznissioners of the district shall have au-
thority to order the relocation of any and all pipelines or
electric power transmission lines located within the district,
provided that the owmors therccf.shnll be reirbursed for
the cost of such removal and relocation. The determination
of the board of commissionors as to the necessity of ro-

moving and relocating those facilities for purjoscs of dredp-

~10-




ing operations or leves construction or maintenance shall be

conclusive evidence of the necessity. The board is authorized

to pay for the costs of such rolocations from any of the

funds of the district available for construction or maintenance.
Section 2. If any provision or item of this Act or the appli-

cation thereof is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect

other praﬁaiona, items or applications of this Act which can be

given effect without the invalid provisions, items or applications

and to this end the provisions of this Act are hercby declared :

severable.

Section 3. All laws or parts of laws in conflict herewith

are hercby repealed.

SFEAKER OF THE HOUSE Or REIMRESQITATIVIS

LIZUTENANT GOVZNO AND FRESIDIZT OF THZ SZNATE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE Or LOUISIAMA

AFFROVED:




